
Harlem Township Board of Zoning Appeals 

3883 South State Route 605 

Galena, Ohio 43021 

 

October 17, 2022 

 

Vice Chair, Keith Campbell, called the October 17, 2022, monthly meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  

Mr. Campbell asked for a roll call of members. 

 

Members Present: Bill Gallagher, Keith Campbell, Jim Steelesmith 

Members Absent: Jason Gloeckner, Raelene Meadows 

Alternates Absent: Kyle Farris, John Garwood 

Secretary:  Sherrie Steele 

Zoning Inspector: Matt Kurz 

Public Present: Diana Robertson, 344 Mary Ave., Westerville, OH 43081 

   Tom Nied, 4686 State Route 605 South, Galena, OH 43021 

   Bob Singer via Zoom 

 

Mr. Campbell stated there were three members present so the Board had a quorum and could 

conduct their meeting. 

 

Mr. Steelesmith made a motion to approve the agenda for October 17, 2022 meeting.  Mr. 

Gallagher seconded the motion.  Mr. Campbell asked for a voice vote on the motion, all ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Campbell stated the Board would table minutes to address the public present. 

 

Diana Robertson, representing Harlem Road Methodist Church, stated she would like to talk to 

the Board regarding the sign in front of the church.  Ms. Roberston presented the Board with 

zoning certificate 98-39, which was approved by the Trustees, for the current sign in front of the 

church.  The permit was issued to New Hope which changed the name to Harlem Road 

Methodist Church in 2000.   

 

Mr. Campbell stated that according to todays sign regulations a maintenance agreement is to be 

left with the zoning inspector.   

 

Ms. Robertson stated the current sign is metal and is rusting.  The glass cover gets foggy as the 

door was broken due to wind damage.  Ms. Robertson stated they would like to do away with the 

interior lighting on the current sign and replace it with exterior lighting.   

 

Mr. Kurz stated the renderings for the proposed sign show the proposed sign will be 12’ wide 

while the existing sign is 10’ wide.  Mr. Kurz stated the base of the sign is not changing.  Mr. 

Kurz stated the request fits regulations but needs approval due to the change in size.   

 

Mr. Gallagher stated if the lighting is changing do they need to make an application for a new 

sign.  Mr. Kurz stated he feels that the church has to go by the letter of the law.  Mr. Kurz printed 

out copies of the proposed sign and handed them out to Board members. 

 

Mr. Campbell asked Board members if they need to make a motion to address the proposal.  Mr. 

Kurz stated he is okay with the proposal but asked if the Board would be setting a precedent to 

approve the new sign by motion.  Mr. Campbell stated the sign was a non-conforming sign 

before sign regulations were changed.  Mr. Kurz stated the new sign will still be non-

conforming.   

 

Mr. Nied stated the change in the sign is insignificant.  Mr. Campbell stated he does not see any 

issues to deny the request.  Mr. Steelesmith stated he has no issues with the request.  Mr. 

Gallagher stated his only concerns are what is coming down the road to the township.   



Mr. Campbell stated the Board needs to review current sign regulations and make 

recommendations to the Zoning Commission for changes.  Mr. Kurz stated DCRPC will assist 

the Board with regulation changes. 

 

Mr. Campbell stated the Board would take a five-minute recess to write up a motion.  Mr. 

Campbell called the October 17, 2022, monthly meeting out of recess and asked for a roll call of 

members. 

 

Members Present: Keith Campbell, Jim Steelesmith, Bill Gallagher 

 

Mr. Steelesmith made a motion to allow Harlem Road Methodist Church to do maintenance to 

the sign in front of the church.  This sign is now non-conforming since the Zoning Resolution 

was changed and the sign was erected in 1998.  Mr. Gallagher seconded the motion.  Mr. 

Campbell asked if there was any discussion on the motion.  Being none, Mr. Campbell asked for 

a roll call vote on the motion.  Bill Gallagher, aye.  Jim Steelesmith, aye.  Keith Campbell, aye.  

Motion carried.  The secretary will send a letter to the church regarding the motion. 

 

Mr. Campbell asked Mr. Kurz if he had anything to report to the Board. 

 

Mr. Kurz stated there have been 77 permits issued to date.  Twenty-seven permits have been 

issued for single family residences, 25 for accessory buildings and the remaining for remodeling, 

decks and pools.  Mr. Kurz stated there are still a couple of open enforcement issues.  Mr. Kurz 

stated he has received reports of late-night dumping on a property on Center Village Road.  Mr. 

Kurz stated a letter has been issued.  Mr. Kurz stated questions on activities within the township 

have quieted down.  

 

Mr. Campbell asked Mr. Steelesmith if he would like to give a report on the SPC.  Mr. 

Steelesmith stated the SPC is currently looking at township finances and converting taxes paid 

on open acreage to what they would be if houses were on the property.  How much more revenue 

would it generate for the township.  Mr. Steelesmith stated they have to watch the fees as the fees 

cannot go in excess to make a fund to raise money.  Fees have to be within costs. 

 

Mr. Kurz asked what supports a lower fee.  Mr. Kurz stated further research needs to be done 

and compared with what other townships are charging. 

 

Mr. Steelesmith stated he had a question for Mr. Kurz regarding not being allowed on a 

resident’s property without permission.  Mr. Steelesmith asked if a drone could be used to survey 

a property.  Mr. Kurz stated he does not believe that is needed for our township.  Mr. Singer 

stated the use of a drone would need to be verified with the Prosecutor’s office.   

 

Board members reviewed minutes for corrections.  Mr. Gallagher made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the September 19, 2022, monthly meeting as corrected.  Mr. Steelesmith seconded the 

motion.  Mr. Campbel asked for a voice vote on the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Steelesmith stated the SPC has been busy talking with landowners and developers.  The 

communications committee is doing a really good job with this. 

 

Mr. Gallagher asked about the questionnaire that had been sent out to residents of the township.  

The secretary stated a large stack had been returned undeliverable.  Mr. Steelesmith stated the 

Trustees had paid to have the mailing list updated and was discouraged that many survey forms 

had been returned.   

 

Board members discussed the handout regarding residents of the township coming together and 

filing a referendum on any rezoning that comes before the township.  The Fitak property is 

currently on the ballot for the November 8, 2022, election. 

 



Mr. Gallagher made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Steelesmith seconded the motion.  Mr. Campbell 

asked for a voice vote on the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.  The October 17, 2022 monthly 

meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherrie Steele, Secretary 

 

 

 

___________________________________  _________________________________ 

Jason Gloeckner, Chair    Keith Campbell, Vice Chair 

 

 


